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a picnic to them, and their enthusiasm is so
roused for study, by John's resolve to have the
school go right on, that I think they will do as
good work as ever. The three assistants are
like a tower of strength to John. They, as well
as the boys, admire his grit. Many of the boys
if sent home have parents who would either
send them to other schools, or terminate their
studies here. To see the boys' faces this morn-
ing in Mr. S/s parlor while John spoke to them
was a sight! He said they had done their
kindest and best for him yesterday, in a way
that made him determined to do the same by
them, and not to be cowed by circumstances:
that the fire which had destroyed valuable
property had kindled a yet more valuable flame,
which must not flicker and go out, but must
illumine their whole lives. I tell you he spoke
straight from his full heart, and well, and
simply. John had a gentleman arriving late
come to him last night, the father of one of his
best boys, with another son to put at school.
Said he, ' Professor, I am sorry enough to see
this trouble! Shall I take my boy (the one he
had just brought) home again, or will you keep
him; which would you like best ? * John said,
*Let him stay!' and the gentleman went off
without him, very tnuch pleased. That went
right to my heart, it was such a pledge of trust.
John says in answer to your inquiry if you
can help in any way, 'Not just now!* Oh!
how I wish now we were rich! Wouldn't I
make this calamity into a blessing? Which
perhaps the good Lord will do, without my
help/3eir own
